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Whenever a congregation
comes together for meetings it
IS sometimes hard to see the

Much discussion, debate,
prayer, and many decisions

of this world rather than the
things of God. What | mean by
this is that so much discussion
revolves around the practical,
earthly aspects, of running an
organization that the true pur-
pose of the church is sometime

and foremost about building
projects, or about personnel, or
about the number of members,
or about the finances we have,
don’'t have, or would like to
have. We are first and fore-
most, all about Good News!

With out the Good News of
Christ crucified being the core
and foundation of all we do,
think, say, and pursue, we are
nothing more than a social

seem to be based on the things and us and so we could not and

missed. You see we are not firs cause of Good News! We have

| About Good News!

NRTMGT p TBEES C club. But, as it is, by the grace of gregation to hoard the Good
God, we are all about Good News for ourselves, or do we
"*8§—-GSeeGE™ News. obey our Savior’s great commis-
e SEGe—TEG &« sion to “Go and make disci-

The Good News that we are ples...”

> E G ‘e S>Ge— ™ GG about as a congregation is the

_fact that we have been brought As we meet today to discuss
‘to God. That's really the Good the gifts, work, and opportunities

%0 ™ e o 7 G e $@ — News. That is what the Gospel is that the Lord has so graciously
pGWE>EE

all about. That is what we, as bestowed upon this small congre-
Faith Lutheran Church of St. gation of believers, we are re-

Louis County, and as individual minded of what we are all about.
believers are all about. As Peter We are all about Good News. We
tells us in his first letter, Jesus  have been brought to God by our
suffered...that He might bring ~ Savior Jesus. That's Good News!

&

real purpose for these meetings us to God. Christ lived and died

to bring us to God. Our sin pre-
sented a barrier between God

would never be with God. As

the just (Christ) suffered for the
unjust (us) we were then brought
to God.

| will say it again, we are
«gathered here in this meeting be-

been brought to God.

Now the question is, what
do we do with this Good News?
Do we treat it like the news we
read in the newspapers, read it
today, forget it tomorrow? Or do
we, like Peter make it our life’s
mission to live the Good News
and proclaim it. Do we use the
many gifts of time, talent, treas-
ure that the Lord has bestowed
upon the members of this con- " #
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Reports from the Congregation

Voters Meeting Report  —
The quarterly voters'
meeting was called to order

on April 20" by Vice Presi-
dent Chris Sumey. During
the meeting, the various re-
ports were presented. Pas-
tor summarized the ongoing
ministries of our church and
presented a schedule of up-
coming events.

The Board of Elders rec-
ommended the following:

1. The Elders moved to call
Rob Sauers and Art Pon-
tow to conduct the liturgy
for the May 18" and May
25" services respectively
while Pastor serves in In-
dia.

2. The Elders moved to call
Rob Sauers and Peter
Evensen to preach on
May 18" and May 25™.

3. The Elders moved to ac-
cept seminary graduate
Mike Gurath's offer to
conduct worship on June
1% while Pastor is in In-
dia.

4, The Elders moved to call
Rob Sauers to serve as
High School Sunday
School teacher through
the summer. All of these
motions carried.

John Elliott reported that
the plans for the building
project have been approved
by St. Louis County. We are
hoping to break ground on
the project when Pastor re-
turns from India.

Concerning membership
matters, Josh Ohlmann re-
guested voting membership
in the congregation. The
voters approved his request.

Concerning new busi-
ness, Len Benter and Chris
Fletcher were called by the
voters to serve as delegates
to the CLC Convention June
16" — 20™. Peter Evensen
was called as an alternate
delegate to the convention.
A resolution was also dis-
cussed and passed concern-
ing special fund offerings will
be handled in the future.
(read the treasurers report
for more detail)

The next quarterly voters'
meeting is scheduled for
July 20™.

Submitted by
Robert F. Sauers Il

Financial Report —

At the March voter’'s meeting
the financial results for the
1st quarter of 2008 were
presented which showed
that our expenses exceeded
our receipts by $ 526.77 in
our general fund as com-
pared to a loss of $5,658.54
for the 1st quarter last year.
The General Fund cash bal-
ance as of March 31, 2008
is $ 15,063.60. Good news!
The Building Fund balance
now stands at $ 54,161.20
with nearly all of the work
completed on the parsonage
kitchen remodel. There

were no changes in the bal-
ances for the Arise & Shine
Retreat and the Faith Family
Assistance Fund. A brief
summary of the financial re-
sults is included with this
newsletter.

The voters approved a reso-
lution to affirm that offerings
given for the Building Fund
would continue to be segre-
gated in a separate bank ac-
count and that these funds
would not be used to meet
our general operating ex-
penses. In the event that
the General Fund cash bal-
ance were ever to fall below
a threshold level of $4500,
the members would quickly
be notified so that we could
continue to maintain a mini-
mum operating balance in
the General Fund cash ac-
count

As we move forward to the
construction phase of the
new addition, we ask that all
of our members pray for the
LORD'’s guidance and bless-
ing as we seek to do HIS will
as we under take the work
that HE gives us the blessed
opportunity to do in service
to HIM.

If anyone has any specific
guestions regarding the
church finances, please feel
free to contact our Treas-
urer, Art Pontow.

Submitted by
Art Pontow



MESSENGEROF FAITH

PAGE 3

Excerpts From the Pastor’s Quarterly Report to the Voters

The Mid-week Bible Study—
Thanks to the hospitality of
Jack and Betty Kelly we are
now meeting at 10:00 am each
Wednesday morning in their
home. We are currently mid-
way through a study of the
Good News found in the book
of Daniel.

Confirmation Classes—Max
and Rusty McDonald have
been studying the Good News
with pastor now for a couple of
years and will complete their
second year of confirmation
instruction in three weeks.
Garden-view Care Center
Ministry — | continue to serve
the residents of the Garden-
View Care Center on Thursday
mornings at 9:30 AM as my
schedule permits. Attendance
usually averages around 25.
We continue to thank the Lord
for this privilege and opportu-
nity to share His holy word.
Our Mission Society is cur-
rently exploring ways that we
can further spread the Good
News

Living-Faith Family Bible
Camp — Our annual Bible
Camp has been a wonderful
opportunity for the families of
our congregation for some nine
years now as we gather around
the Good News for fun, fellow-
ship, and growth each year.
Camp is scheduled for the last
weekend in June this year —
June 28 - July £ Since one
large family from Living Word
in the Kansas City area is no
longer attending services and
other families are growing
older, we are waiting to see
how many families from the
CLC will register before we go

ahead with the camp this year.
The voters should decide today
if we want to conduct the camp
this year or not.The voters de-
cided to cancel Bible Camp if we
do not have at least four visiting
families)

Arise and Shine Retreat- Or-
ganizational work for this year’s
20-30 year old CLC-wide retreat
is well underway at this point.
The retreat is scheduled for the
1* weekend of August and will
be held again at Cuivre River
State Park. The theme for 2008
is “Conquered in Christ: the
Devil, the World, the Flesh”

based on Romans 8:37. You can while | am gone. He expressed

also go to:
www.ariseandshineretreat.com
to see our website, read about
the various study sessions, ac-
tivities, and download a sched-
ule. You can also follow the link
on our church web-site.
Membership Classes- Grace
Lett, a resident at the Garden
View Care Center, has asked to
join the congregation. We began
informational classes last week
as we look forward to receiving
her into communicant member-
ship soon!

Mission Trip to India — | am
scheduled to leave for India on
May 12". | will return on June
5" 1 will be traveling alone to
India this year but will spend
time working with our new mis-
sionary, Matt Ude. | have the
great privilege and honor of be-
ing invited to the 16 anniver-
sary graduation of the CLCI
seminary. On May 2% 14

young men will graduate from
the seminary. | will also spend a
week visiting pastoral training
centers in two districts of the

BELC that | have not yet visited,
At the end of this trip | will be
visiting a Lutheran pastor in Ne-
pal. He, along with 8 other inde-
pendent pastors, are interested
starting a Lutheran Church body
in Nepal that will be affiliated
with the CLC. | have corre-
sponded extensively with this
man for over 6 months now.
The reason this trip is so early in
the year is because of the CLCI
graduation. Unfortunately, schoq
is still in session at ILC in Wis-
consin most of the while that | a
gone and so Professor Mike Sy
dow will not be able to fill in

disappointment and assured me
that next year he would be willin
and available to come. The elde]
have recommendations for Sun-
day worship while | am gone.
Living Word Lutheran

Church — As many of you al-
ready know the congregation in
the Kansas City area has been
struggling, for some time now,
the doctrine and practice of the
male headship principle with sp¢g
cific reference to whether or not
God intends this principle to hay
application in secular society. O
January 38, 2007 the voters of
the congregation voted 6 to 2 in
favor of the position that | out-
lined. (see pastor Ohlmann for g
copy of the position paper he pr
sented) Since that time three m¢
have resigned from the congreg
tion and one family and one othq
individual is no longer attending
services. Please pray for the m¢g
bers of Living Word and for your
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Pastor, as this has been a very {ry-

ing and difficult time. The Lord
has already begun to bring the
good that He promises.




Building Committee Report

The Lord blesses those ceed $100,000. We have
who wait. After more thana  been approved by the
year Faith Lutheran Church CLC Board of Trustees for
has been approved by St. a loan from the CLC
Louis County to build the Church Extension Fund.
front addition to the church! The more donations re-

ceived to the Building

Because of the long de- Fund will mean the less
lay we have had to resubmit  we will need to borrow
2 sets of building plans to and pay back.
the Manchester Fire Depart-
ment for their approval. All The parsonage kitchen
the contractors have been remodeling is pretty well [
contacted by John Elliot to completed except for | '
update their quotations. some painting and install- ' #
The plan is to receive the ing a new light fixture over 4 $%se
updated bids back within 30 the sink. g "
days and the Lord willing,
have the ground breaking Thank you to all the
by the first week in June. volunteers who helped on

the project and to those

We currently have who supported this effort
$52,995.00 in the Building with your contributions. .
Fund. The total cost of the Submitted by E-mail Pastor Ohimann

. ) ) tohlmann@swbell.net
project is estimated to ex- Len Benter

Mission Society Report —
The Mission Society of Faith Lu- Mission Society

theran Church met on Wednes-
day, March 26th to brain storm
ideas to reach out to our commu-

nity with the saving Word of God.

We discussed the following ideas: Studying God's Word to-

1. Sponsor a “game” night at the gether.
Garden View Care Center Training and encourage-
possibly once or twice a ment to tell others about our
month. Savior in our daily contacts.

2. Contact the Circle of Concern Praying for each other and
area food bank for opportuni- the outreach efforts of our
ties that might be available to congregation.
lend those in need a helping Encouragement and sup-
hand.

port for mission efforts be-
yond our local community.
Staying informed about the
mission work of our church

3. Begin a crisis care type minis-
try modeled after the
Stephen’s ministry approach.

4. Institute a Newcomer to the

Neighborhood church infor- body _ : :
mation mailing. Exploring and consideration
Submitted by, of missions in general.

Len Benter




